
	11th International Conference on Artificial Light at Night
Call for bids to host ALAN 2029 – Deadline: August 14, 2026

	
	The ALAN conference series is dedicated to examining all aspects of artificial light at night. The broad scope of the conference extends from how light is produced (e.g. technologies, industry, and lighting design); where it is present (e.g. remote sensing); what effects it has on humans and the environment (e.g. ecology); how it is perceived by the public (e.g. perceptions of safety); and how the benefits and detriments of lighting may be balanced by regulation.

The major topics are:  

	
* Biology and Ecology*
	
*Governance & Regulation*
	
* Health *

	Behavior
Biodiversity
Chronobiology
Evolution
Orientation
	Conflicts
Legislation & norms
Lighting justice
Planning
Safety & security
	Chronobiology
Epidemiology
Exposure assessment
Mental health
Sleep

	
* Measurement and Modeling *
	
*Social Sciences & Humanities*
	
*Technology and Design *

	Instrumentation
Remote sensing
Skyglow
Simulations
Source characterization
	Art
Economics
Ethics
History
Literature
	Architectural lighting
Energy & management
Lighting practice
Outdoor lighting
Trends in lighting



The ALAN conference series has traditionally drawn participants mainly from academia, but hopes to attract more representatives of industry and government. There are always a number of citizen scientists and light pollution activists. Conferences are typically run over 3 days, with a mix of plenary, parallel, and poster sessions.  Further details about the fees and attendance of previous ALAN conferences are provided on the next page.
The organizers for ALAN 2029 should plan for parallel sessions, with space for at least 40-50 people in the smallest rooms. Coffee breaks should be held on-site, and we prefer if lunch is also provided on-site or at a nearby location (such as a restaurant or cafeteria with a reserved area for attendees). Please prepare a budget based on the documents available at the ALAN webpage. It should include funding (travel, accommodation, registration) for at least 6 invited speakers (mixture of local and overseas speakers and two co-chairs.
Our international steering committee works with your local organizing committee to identify and invite plenary speakers, to review the submitted abstracts, run the conference website, publicize the conference, and to pass on our experience from past conferences to the new local chair. The steering committee is also tasked with the responsibility of identifying sites for future conferences and has produced the questionnaire below to evaluate bids from different sites.
We especially welcome bids from continents that haven’t hosted ALAN before. . Successful bids in the past have generally had a sound financial plan (for example with dedicated funding from an organization, grant, university, or city). Highlighting your previous experience in organizing conferences is also important.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1c3lyhpp2gy2]The international steering committee is likely to get back to you with additional questions within a few weeks of the deadline. After a bid has been selected, the new local committee and steering committee will sign a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the division of labor. A sample MoU is available here. Please feel free to contact the ALAN chairs for further information prior to the deadline.

Previous ALAN conference information

	Name
	Date
	Location
	Early fee
(full/student)
	Late fee
	Dinner fee
	Participants
	Invited speakers

	ALAN 2013
	October 28-30
	Berlin, Germany
	200€
	120
	13

	ALAN 2014
	September 2-4
	Leicester, UK
	£200/£95
(250€/120€)
	£30
(38€)
	92
	8

	ALAN 2015
	May 29-31
	Sherbrooke, Canada
	$300/$200
(230€/150€)
	$375/$280
	Included
	110
	9

	ALAN 2016
	September 26-28
	Cluj-Napoca, Romania
	270€/100€
	350€/150€
	Included
	97
58 full
(3-on site)
27 students
1 press
	12

	ALAN 2018
	November 12-24
	Snowbird, Utah, USA
	$340/$150
(300€/130€)
	$440/$220
	$40 for guest
	125
92 full
25 students
11 dinners
	8

	eALAN 2020
	June 16
	Online
	25€/10€
	206
137 full
58 students
11 waived
	0

	ALAN 2021
	June 15-17
	Online
	75€/25€
	150€/50€
	NA
	196
	6

	ALAN 2023
	August
11-13
	Calgary, Canada /Hybrid
	475C$/245C$
(325€/168€)
Virtual: 340C$/245C$
(233€/168€)
	575C$/340C$
(394€/233€)
Virtual: 415C$/340C$
(284€/233€)
	Included
	108 on site
(71 full
37 Students)
23 virtual
	5

	ALAN 2025
	October 28-30
	Westport, Ireland
	€235/€150
	€275/€175
	€55
	200
158 full
42 students
	6





Additional information about the format and speakers at the former conferences is available on the conference archive webpage (https://artificiallightatnight.org/archives/).





	To make a bid to host ALAN 2029, please complete the following questionnaire and return it by August 14, 2026, to contact@artificiallightatnight.org

The form below will expand as you type. Images and additional information may be added as necessary or provided as an additional attachment.

	
ALAN 2029 bid questionnaire


	Who is chairing the Local Organizing Committee? 


	Who else is on your Local Organizing Committee? 


	Please describe your experience organizing conferences or other large events in the past: 


	What is your venue? 

Describe the facilities: 
· Number of conference rooms and their size: 
· Number of possible parallel sessions (2 or 3): 
· Wheelchair accessibility: 
· Internet availability: 
· Availability of natural light (in rooms? During breaks?): 
· Can the rooms be made very dark (for displaying images of stars, lighting design, etc.)? 
· Audio/Visual plan: 
· Can you support online attendees? 
· How many posters can you accommodate? 
· Can the posters be displayed during the whole conference? 
· Cost of venue: 
· Sustainability (e.g. plastic or reusable cups and dishes): 
· Others: 

Please consider attaching photos and maps of the venue and/or hotel(s) to help the steering committee evaluate your proposed location. 


	What is the maximum size your venue could entertain? 
What is the minimum size your venue could entertain while maintaining cost-neutrality? 


	Are you partnering with other local organizations? 


	What is the travel time from the nearest international airport to the venue? 

What are the options for travel from the airport to the venue? 

If your venue is far from an international airport, do you plan to arrange bus transport from a major city to the venue? If so, what would this cost? 


	What is the price range and general location of your proposed accommodations?

	How far away are the hotels from the main conference venue? 


	What are the plans to ensure the financial success of the conference (e.g. additional sources of financial support)? 


	What options do you see for having a hybrid conference (i.e., online attendance)? 


	We aim to be cost neutral and have succeeded in the past. Nevertheless, how would your organization handle a budget deficit? 


	What are the expected conference fees (indicate here, but be sure to attach the budget form)? 


	What social events could be part of the schedule? 


	Are the conference facility and hotel(s) wheelchair accessible? If not, what is the plan to ensure that participants with disabilities can take part? 


	Is it possible to have lunches catered on site? If not, is there a nearby restaurant that can handle all guests? If attendees must arrange their own lunches, how much time will they need for this? 


	For the banquet and breaks, do you have a caterer who will be able to accommodate people with dietary restrictions (in particular vegan, lactose free, and gluten free)? 


	Do you have any local or regional experts from industry, government, or academia who would be exceptional plenary speakers? If so, please provide their names and a one-sentence profile. 


	What are your proposed dates for the conference? 
Are these dates flexible?  


	Provide a list of local/regional/international conferences around the selected date that are viewed as competition or could provide synergy: 
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